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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 STATE 130590 
ORIGIN COME-00 

INFO OCT-01 EUR-12 10-14 ISO-00 STR-07 DOTE-00 EB-08 
/042R 

DRAFTED BY COM/OPS/HOWARD I FORMAN/HS 
APPROVED BY EUR/RPE: E CASEY 
STATE/STRAVKELLY (INEO) 

STR: H LAWRENCE 
TRANSPORTATION/HDUGOEF (INFO) 

EUR/RPE R LA MANTIA 

089385 231701Z/43 

R231537ZMAY78 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS 
INFO USMISSION GENEVA 

UNCLAS STATE 130590 

E.O. 11652:N/A 

TAGS: EEC, ETRD, EIND, ETRAN, BE 

SUBJECT: INTERNATIONAL STANDARD FOR MOTOR VEHICLE 
IDENTIFICATION NUMBERS 

REE: BRUSSELS 9106 AND STATE 124764 

DR. HOWARD 1. FORMAN, DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF 
COMMERCE FOR PRODUCT STANDARDS AND CHAIRMAN OF INTERAGENCY 
COMMITTEE ON STANDARDS POLICY MET WITH HOWARD DUGOEF, 

DEPUTY ADMINISTRATOR, NATIONAL HIGHWAY TRAFFIC SAFETY 
ADMINISTRATION ON MAY 18, 1978 TO DISCUSS PROBLEM OE 
POTENTIAL INCOMPATIBILITY OF NHTSA PROPOSED VEHICLE 
IDENTIFICATION NUMBERING (VIN) SYSTEM WITH THE ISO SYSTEM, 

AND ITS POSSIBLE IMPACT ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE IN 
AUTOMOBILES. MR. DUGOEF GAVE ASSURANCES THAT THE COMMENTS 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 STATE 130590 

RAISED IN BRUSSELS 9106 WILL BE VERY CAREFULLY CONSIDERED 
AND EVERY EFFORT WILL BE MADE TO RESOLVE THE APPARENT 
INCOMPATIBILITY BEFORE ANY VIN RULE IS ISSUED BY THE 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION. MR. DUGOFF INDICATED HE 
WILL WORK CLOSELY WITH DR. FORMAN AND THROUGH HIM WITH THE 
STATE, LOCAL AND PRIVATE SECTOR ORGANIZATIONS CONCERNED 
WITH THE SAME PROBLEM IN ORDER TO RESOLVE THE MATTER, 
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HOPEFULLY TO THE SATISFACTION OF ALL CONCERNED BOTH WITHIN 
THE UNITED STATES AND IN THE INTERNATIONAL AREAS OE 
INTEREST. DR. FORMAN WILL BE IN BRUSSELS DURING THE WEEK 
OF JUNE 19 AND WILL BE AVAILABLE EOR EURTHER DISCUSSION 
ON THIS MATTER, IE DESIRED. IN THIS CONNECTION, IT IS 
SUGGESTED THAT THE MISSION OEFICER BE ADVISED BECAUSE OE 
A PREVIOUS REQUEST TO SCHEDULE APPOINTMENTS FOR DR. FORMAN 
WITH OTHER PERSONNEL IN THE EEC (REFERENCE STATE 121714). 

VANCE 


UNCLASSIFIED 
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